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ROCKIN’ REMOTE LEARNING!

UP NEXT
OCT 22 

OCT 23 

NOV 2 

NOV 3 

 
NOV 25-30

FALL 2020

Kayla  Cl ingan -  Grade 6 Malik  Havi land -  Grade 7 ArJay Green -  Grade 8

LOOK WHO IS

In order to reopen school safely at the start of the 
school year, MASD offered families several instruc;onal 
models to choose from so parents could select the best 
learning environment for each child and their family 
situa;on. One of those op;ons was 100% Remote.  

In the remote model, students log into their actual 
brick-and-mortar classrooms to join their teachers and 
classmates. They follow the exact same schedule as 
their peers including specials classes such as art, music 
and physical educa;on.

AJer teachers, students and parents had a few weeks to 
adjust to their new rou;nes, we asked MAMS teachers 
to share with us names of students who are rockin’ the 
remote model so we could select one student to be 
featured in this newsleLer. We received so many 
sugges;ons! So we decided to highlight one student 
from each grade in every Middle Moments newsleLer 
throughout this year.  

Congratula;ons to the first three students pictured 
below (and their parents!) who have been successfully 
naviga;ng the remote instruc;onal model. Keep up the 
great work!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW PRINCIPALS!

Mr. Christopher M. SaLele 
Principal

Mr. Earl W. Bright IV 
Assistant Principal

Former MAMS Principal, Mr. Kevin Cook, 
is now the Raider Academy Principal and Director of 
Transporta;on. An announcement explaining these 

Administrator changes can be found HERE.

Picture Day for Cohort A 
Remote students: 7:40 a.m. 

Picture Day for Cohort B 
Remote students: 7:40 a.m. 
 
End of 1st Marking Period 
 
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
Secondary Staff Development 

NO SCHOOL 
Thanksgiving Recess

https://raiderweb.org/news/what_s_new/letter_from_dr__suski


When MASD teachers learned that they would need to provide instruc;on in 
various formats this year, they had to clean their slates, get crea;ve, and 
redesign their plans for classroom instruc;on. They were faced with the 
challenge of teaching in-person students in their physical classroom while 
simultaneously teaching remote students who would connect to their 
classroom via Zoom. In other words, they would have to teach the same 
content to two different classrooms at the exact same ;me.  

“The biggest challenge is managing everything at the same 3me,” said Taylor 
Headings, MAMS Social Studies teacher. “We are juggling all the pieces 
simultaneously: remote students in Zoom sessions, managing students in the 
classroom, trouble-shoo3ng technology for myself, my in-person students and 
my remote students. And then add aBendance issues on top of that. Who is 
here today? Who is remote? Who isn’t logged on? Who changed their 
instruc3on model today and is now in a different model? But it’s what we have 
to do right now and we go with the flow.” 

Not only are the teachers “going with the flow” but middle schoolers are as 
well. “Students have been very pa3ent and coopera3ve,” says Headings. “I’m 
juggling a lot of things at once and they are very understanding.” Students 
have also adapted well to mask-wearing. “I’m really impressed with the 
coopera3on from the kids about wearing face coverings. I was very anxious 
about this before school started because it was just one more piece that I 
thought I had to worry about. But honestly it has been the least of our 
concerns.”  

Down the hallway in the science classrooms, teachers are faced with another 
challenge. How do you plan science labs and coordinate equipment when you 
can’t let your students work in small groups or with a partner? “We have had 
to schedule our lab experiments over a few extra days so students can work 
individually and spread six feet apart,” Bronson Ganse explained. “It’s a whole 
new way of teaching and it takes a lot of planning and coordina3ng amongst 
our science teachers and sharing and cleaning of equipment and materials 
between our classrooms.” 

Both Headings and Ganse shared that what they miss most are the personal 
connec;ons with their students. Masks are a barrier and prevent non-verbal 
communica;ons both to and from their students. Computers are another 
barrier preven;ng them from connec;ng rela;onally with their remote 
students. “There are remote students that really need the physical presence of 
a teacher,” said Headings. “Teachers are nurturing, caring individuals and that’s 
what we signed up for. With that comes being close to each other and needing 
that smile on your face. We want to connect personally with our kids and 
COVID-style teaching is preven3ng that.” 

Raider students and teachers con;nue to tackle the challenges while they 
seLle into their new normal. Prior to the start of the school year, 
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Lori Suski, challenged Middletown employees 
with a temporary acronym for PRIDE during this pandemic year: Progressive, 
Resilient, Ingenuity, Determina7on, Effort. And as you can see, our MAMS 
teachers are successfully mee;ng that challenge.

HOW TEACHERS ARE TACKLING THE CHALLENGE OF TEACHING “COVID-ST YLE”

“I always thought I was a good 
mul3-tasker but now I have to be 

the QUEEN of mul3-tasking!” 

 Taylor Headings 
 Social Studies

Mr. Smith. AXer dismissal.



ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL 

The school day begins at 7:40 a.m. and ends at 2:40 p.m.  
Students who are riding the bus to school should use the 
main entrance by the office. Students who are being 
dropped off should arrive by 7:30 a.m. and use the back 
entrance by the radio sta;on. All students should report to 
their homerooms at the end of the day. Car riders will be 
dismissed at 2:40 p.m. and should report to the back 
entrance to wait for their ride. Bus riders should stay in 
their homerooms un;l their bus number is announced over 
the intercom. Students who are not involved in an ac;vity 
are to go home and not linger around the building. No 
pupil is permiLed to leave the building at any ;me during 
school hours without receiving permission from the office. 
Early dismissal students must sign out at the office when 
leaving and sign in when they return. 
  
Anyone picking up students at dismissal ;me should 
remain in the car pick-up line. While we understand the 
line may be long and a bit slow, we need to maintain a safe 
orderly pick-up procedure to ensure student safety.  We 
kindly ask that you do not park your car and have your 
student(s) crossing traffic to meet you.  Students being 
picked up should remain on the sidewalk by the radio 
tower un;l their ride pulls up to the curb. We thank you in 
advance for your ;me and considera;on to this maLer. As 
always, our main goal at MAMS is student safety.

School Messenger is used for District-wide 
communica;ons such as announcements, 

schedule changes due to inclement weather, and 
emergency alerts. Weather-related messages are also 

communicated via raiderweb.org, Facebook, TwiLer 
and local radio and television outlets. 

Please update your contact informa;on and 
no;fica;on preferences in the School Messenger 

sec;on of your Powerschool Parent Portal so you can 
receive these important messages.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

Please no;fy the school office with all contact 
informa;on changes - phone numbers, address and 
ANY changes in custody arrangements. If you move to 
a new address in the District please provide a new 
primary proof of residence to the office immediately. If 
you have a new custody order, please submit a copy to 
the office. This is for the protec;on of your child.

OFFICERS: 
President  - Krish Shah 

Vice President - Tyson Bomberger 
Treasurer - Noah Sheaffer 
Secretary - Danika Horn 

Sargeant at Arms - Kylie Hickoff

GRADE 6 

Katlian Erkenswick 
Isabella HaL 
Dane Hiltz 

Kassidy Neely 
Gabriella Romain  

Kelsey Schaaf 
Josh Stains 

Riley Stephenson 
Jameelah Taalibuddeen

GRADE 7 

Eliza Artell 
Chloe Clark 

Dominic Cross 
Nyajia Englert 
Taylor Gingrich 
Zoe Handwerk 
Quinnya Kemp 

Maya Krajsa 
Derick Sandstrom 

Jaliyah Stover

GRADE 8 
Casey Beirmass 
Landon Cochran 
Sahirah H. Elias 
Michael Mams 

Marco Smallwood 
Jus;n Smith

The following students were selected by their peers 
to serve on the 2020-2021 MAMS Student Council:

STUDENT COUNC
IL

P.T.S.O. 
PTSO is a vital component of the MAMS program. 

Parents are encouraged to attend PTSO meetings and 
get involved. Contact PTSO president Kate Korsak at 

kkorsak@raiderweb.org for more information.

And while you are in your Parent Portal, 
please complete your annual updates so 

your child’s photo can be used for 
publica;ons like these.

ARE YOU SET TO RECEIVE ALERTS?



DAUPHIN COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL FAQS 

What is Dauphin County Technical School? 
Dauphin County Technical School (DCTS) is a comprehensive 9th-12th grade high school located just outside 
of Harrisburg. Students who go there typically attend for the entire school day and attend all academic and 
technical classes there.  

Isn’t a technical education just for students who don’t want to go to college? 
Definitely not – this is a myth!  Dauphin County Technical School’s vision is to prepare students for skilled 
positions in the workforce and for post-secondary education. Their graduates often attend four-year schools, 
including universities such as Temple and Penn State. 

When do students apply? 
Students will apply in the fall of their 8th grade year. Applications will be available online at the end 
of November. In order to be guaranteed first-round status, applications must be returned to the Guidance 
Office by the first week of February. Students can return applications any time after this, but they are not 
guaranteed to be submitted with first round applications.  

Are all students accepted to DCTS? 
No. Applications are scored by DCTS staff, and admissions are based on attendance, grades, and student 
behavior, as well as the quality and timeliness of the application itself. The process is competitive, and while 
a majority of our students who apply are usually accepted, admission depends on how many applications 
are received from students in school districts across Dauphin County.  

My son/daughter is in 6th or 7th grade — is there anything I need to know? 
Yes! While students don’t apply until 8th grade, their 7th grade report cards and attendance data are part 
of their applications — so their performance in 7th grade matters if they want to go to DCTS. In addition, 
DCTS offers a free summer camp for 6th and 7th graders that can give younger students a chance to see 
the school and decide if it’s a good fit. 

Questions may be directed to the MAMS Guidance Office.

ASSURANCE STATEMENT 
The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in 
its programs or employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational 
Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. The following 
persons are responsible for coordination of the District’s efforts to meet its obligations with regard to non-discrimination: 
Section 504 Coordinator - Mrs. Krystal L. Palmer, Director of Special Education; Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator - 
Ms. Heidi L. Zula, Director of Human Resources; Title VI and Title IX Coordinator - Dr. Lori A. Suski, Superintendent of Schools.
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